chapter XV
The Teaching Profession
" The schoolmaster in our country must be raised to a higher level than he
has ever attained before, or could ever attain in a bourgeois society."—lenin.
in 1914 there were 7,200,000 children at school between the
ages of eight and fourteen in the U.S.S.R; in 1934 there were
18,862,900 children at school between those ages. In oVder to
fulfil the decree which says that by 1937 all schools must be
seven-year schools, 150,000 more teachers will be required
between 1935 and 1937. Herein lies the problem of the teaching
profession in the Soviet Union. Progress at such a rate must
inevitably bring with it difficulties and shortcomings for the
teaching profession unknown in countries where progress has
gone on at a leisurely pace, or where it has ceased entirely—
where, in fact, there is a surplus of teachers. An educational
decree of 1934 enjoins all educational authorities to set about
organising ten-year schools. By 1937 it is expected that all
towns and industrial centres, as well as large agricultural centres,
will have their children at school from eight to eighteen. At
present the number of children in nursery-infant schools is about
2,000,000; by 1937 it is hoped to have reached double the
number. That means that thousands of nursery-infant school
teachers will be required. Before the Revolution the national
minorities only received education in the Russian language. At
tile present time education is being given in over eighty lan-
guages. For these nationalities teachers had to be trained.
When the Bolshevik Government first attempted to introduce
eompulsory universal education, it was faced not only with a
shortage of teachers owing to an increase in the number of
sdbools; it was faced by sabotage from thousands of teachers who
genuinely believed the Bolshevik regime to be bad la
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